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RoSPA CELEBRATES ITS CENTENARY  

 

The sun shone brightly on the guests who had 
been invited to Buckingham Palace to 
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of RoSPA 
when the Duke of York and HRH Princess 
Eugenie hosted RoSPA’s Centenary Garden 
Party at Buckingham Palace. The garden 
party was the pinnacle of RoSPA’s ongoing 
centenary celebrations. The Duke and 
Princess, who were attending on behalf of 
Her Majesty The Queen, RoSPA’s Patron, met  

 

and spoke to a variety of guests, including 
accident victims and their families, who 
shared their stories of the importance of 
accident prevention in all aspects of daily life 
– in the workplace, in the home, on the road 
and at leisure. 

RoSPA was formed following a public meeting 
in Caxton Hall in 1916 when it was decided to 
elect a London "Safety First" Council to tackle 
the "alarming increase in traffic accidents, 
and the direct connection therewith of the 
restricted street lighting which had been 
necessitated by the War conditions. 

So began the organisation which was to 
become the Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Accidents. 

OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FOR LEARNERS ON MOTORWAYS 

A new RAC survey suggests an ‘overwhelming majority’ of motorists believe learner drivers should 

be allowed to take driving lessons on the motorway. 79% of the 2,000-plus motorists questioned 

were in favour of the Government’s proposal to let learners take driving lessons on the motorway, 

with an approved instructor in a dual-controlled car. The outcome of a DfT and Driver and Vehicle 

Standards Agency (DVSA) consultation due to be announced 
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ARE WE REALLY SOLVING THE MOBILE PHONE ISSUE BY LOCKING UP PEOPLE? 

Described by many as one of the biggest road 

safety behaviour problems for many years is the 

consistent use of mobile phone devices whilst 

driving whether that be for the purposes of making 

or receiving a call, using it to read or send text 

message or one of the many other uses to which it 

can be put. 

The tragic death of three people killed by a driver 

on the A34 some months ago now where the culprit 

received a custodial sentence for using his device 

to select his play list of some ten years has done 

little to persuade many motorists of the inherent 

dangers and the consequences of their actions 

when it all goes wrong. 

Surveys and straw polls undertaken by many organisations are all recording a high percentage of 

drivers who still admit to making use of their phones for whatever purpose whilst driving and many 

saying that the rise in penalties is still not adequate to stop the practice. (£200 and six points) 

Recently we learned of another driver who killed a pensioner as he juggled with two mobile devices 

being jailed for over four years in the process of which he was exceeding the speed limit by some 

18 mph.  

Locking up people may seem to be the obvious outcome for such a flagrant breech of the law but it 

is doing little to persuade people to change their habits. It is suggested that it costs more than 

£40,000 per year to keep someone in prison and if we do this to punish, rehabilitate or more 

importantly I guess to deter people from such acts - one has to ask whether it is serving any 

purpose whatsoever. Not perhaps the sort of statement which sits comfortably with the victim’s 

families. 

There is a sense that I would like to promote the idea of it being an offence to have a phone inside 

the car with it being locked in the boot or if in the actual car locked away in the clove box whilst 

the car is on the move. Regretfully whilst many would be in favour of such an approach it seems 

highly unlikely that it would be taken up as idea. The only consolation I guess is to say that whilst 

the practice goes on at what would appear to an alarming rate; by proportional few result in tragic 

outcomes but the risk is high and always present. All we seem to hear is that something needs to be 

done and the manufacturers need to do more but there appears to be little impetus to really 

motivate any positive action. 

SCHOOL YELLOW BOX PARKERS TARGETED 

Northumberland County Council is using a ‘parking enforcement vehicle ’to 

monitor parking on ‘School Keep Clear restriction across the county. The 

enforcement vehicle is equipped with a camera and was introduced in 2016 in 

response to concerns over dangerous parking outside schools and other issues 

including speeding. Since its introduction, 117 penalty charge notices have 

been issued relating to vehicles parked in restricted area  
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IAM ROADSMART –NEW ROAD SAFETY MANIFESTO 

IAM RoadSmart has put together its own 12 point manifesto which 

urges legislators, car makers, social media and smartphone 

companies to work with road users on practical solutions to make our 

roads safer and reduce death and series injury which has seen little 

reduction in recent years. It also emphasises that road safety at work 

is a critical health and safety issue that requires higher priority and 

one which should be at the core of good corporate governance for 

every employer. 

IAM RoadSmart’s twelve point action plan: 

 Partnership is the best way to get our 

accident figures heading downwards 

again. With widespread support the 

‘Road Safety Industry Consortium’ 

can help reduce the number of 

people killed and seriously injured on 

our roads 

 Driver distraction is now a top 

priority safety issue. We want 

legislators, car makers, social media 

and smartphone companies to work 

with road users on practical solutions 

 More research on the transition to 

driverless cars and on the education 

and training challenges their 

introduction will bring 

 Raising the licence renewal age to 75 

with a compulsory eye test. Family 

doctors should be encouraged to 

‘prescribe’ driving reviews for older 

drivers 

 Road safety at work is a critical 

health and safety issue that requires 

higher priority at the Health and 

Safety Executive and should be at the 

core of good corporate governance 

for every employer 

 Defra to implement cross-government 

procurement rules which accelerates 

the uptake of safe new vehicles with 

features such as autonomous braking. 

Public and private sector companies 

should only issue contracts to firms 

with driver risk management policies 

in place  

 Promote motorcycling as a safe mode 

of transport that can help solve 

congestion and pollution problems 

 A 12 month minimum learning period 

for new drivers 

 A reduction in the drink-drive limit in 

England and Wales  

 All highway authorities to aim 

towards a minimum ‘three star’ risk 

rating on their ‘A’ roads 

 Local councils and central 

government to protect long-term 

funding that will eradicate the road 

maintenance backlog 

 A Brexit deal that maintains the UK’s 

exemplary road safety record and 

does not add additional burdens to 

drivers and riders visiting the EU 
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MAINTAINING CONTACT AND NETWORKING WITH ROAD SAFETY AND TRANSPORT COLLEAGUES 

Whether retired or still working the Graham Feest Consultancy hosts along with others 

contact/networking lunches which start at 12noon and conclude around 2.00p.m. The next takes place 

on Thursday 6th July 2017 just outside Basingstoke. For more details go to 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/maintaining-contact-meetings/ 
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SPEEDING IN 20 MPH ZONES 

A survey commissioned by road safety charity Brake has found that more than half (52%) of UK 

drivers admit to speeding in 20 mph zones. The survey of 2,000 

drivers also showed that 8 in 10 (78%) think traffic is too fast in 

their neighbourhood for the safety of children on foot or bike. 

The research also confirmed that children cannot judge the 

speed of approaching vehicles travelling faster than 20mph so 

may believe it is safe to cross when it is not. More than five 

children are seriously hurt or killed every day in the UK, with 

the majority (80%) being on foot or bicycle at the time. The 

research also revealed that nearly three-quarters (73%) of 25-34 

year olds are likely to drive at 25mph or more in a 20mph area, whereas fewer than half (45%) of 

55-64 year olds say they would do so. Men (61%) admit to driving at those speeds more than women 

(43%). The 25-34 age bracket of drivers gave the highest results in terms of thinking that traffic 

travels too fast in their community too (83%). 

LINKING SPEEDING TO FINES IN IRELAND 

Ireland’s Road Safety Authority (RSA) is 

seriously considering making proposals to link 

speeding fines to income. The UK has had 

income-linked speeding fines for some time, 

but the levels were increased recently for the 

most serious offences.  Drivers can now be 

fined up to 175% of their weekly income, for 

example for driving at 101 mph on the 

motorway where the speed limit is 70 mph. 

However the fines are capped at a maximum 

of £2,500, or £1,000 for offences committed 

on non-motorway roads. Countries including 

Finland also have income-linked speeding 

fines known as ‘day-fines’. There are 

examples of fines in excess of €100,000 for 

the wealthiest offenders. The RSA says it will 

submit its proposals to the Irish Department 

of Transport very soon. In another speed-

related development, Dublin is rolling out an 

extension of 30 km/h limits to cover most of 

the city – the extension to the area covered 

by 30km limits was announced in December. 

 

TRUCK PLATOONING 

There continues to be much discussion in the media about autonomous vehicles and in particular, 

truck platooning. While fully autonomous vehicles are still a few years off, platooning will almost 

certainly be happening on our roads in the not too distant future. The technological, legislative, 

insurance and indeed cultural changes necessary are still being developed but our industry is 

already gearing up to a position so far as the UK is concerned 

as a leader in the area of connected and autonomous 

vehicles. The European Automobile Manufacturers 

Association, ACEA, has recently revealed a timeline detailing 

the steps leading up to the introduction of semi-automated 

truck convoys by 2025 In addition to setting out the timing 

the Roadmap also provides guidance to policy makers and authorities on the regulatory changes and 

political support that will be necessary to see the implementation of this technology. This report 

also highlights the significant environmental gains that will be seen with the introduction of 

platooning which will support the move to much cleaner and efficient logistics. Trucks travelling in 

a connected convoy will be able to drive closer together cutting the air-drag and in turn reducing 

fuel consumption along with cutting CO2 emissions by up to 10%.  
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AUTONOMOUS DUSTBIN LORRY TRIALS 

A Swedish waste and recycling company has begun trials of a fully autonomous dustbin lorry, which 

it claims will increase the safety and environmental benefits of weekly waste collections. The 

truck, which is being tested 

in Gothenburg by waste and 

recycling operator Renova, 

attains autonomy by first 

being driven on a refuse 

collection route manually 

and then ‘remembering’ the 

route. As a result, the truck 

knows when to start, stop, 

turn and reverse, allowing 

operatives to go about the 

task of waste collection 

without having to 

continually jump on and off 

the truck. The first time the 

automated refuse truck is 

used in a new area, it is driven manually while the on-board system constantly monitors and maps 

the route with the help of sensors and GPS technology. The next time the truck enters the same 

area, it knows exactly which route to follow and at which bins it has to stop. At the first stop with 

the automated system activated, the driver climbs out of the cab, goes to the rear of the truck, 

brings out the wheelie-bin and empties it in exactly the way the job is done today. When the 

operation is completed, the truck automatically reverses to the next bin upon receiving the driver’s 

command. The driver walks the very same route that the truck takes and thus always has full view 

of what’s happening in the direction of travel. By reversing the truck, the driver can constantly 

remain close to the compactor unit instead of having to repeatedly walk between the rear and the 

cab every time the truck is on the move. Reversing is otherwise a fairly risky manoeuvre since the 

driver may find it difficult to see who or what is moving behind the vehicle – even if it is fitted with 

a camera. Since sensors monitor the area all around the refuse truck, if the street is blocked by a 

parked car, the refuse truck can automatically drive around the obstruction provided there is 

sufficient space alongside.  

The automated systems also optimise gear changes, steering and speed, meaning fuel consumption 

and emissions can be reduced. The project will continue until the end of 2017 and will be followed 

by an extremely thorough evaluation of functionality, safety and how well the vehicle is accepted 

by drivers, waste operatives, other road users and local residents. 

GREATER FOCUS ON HIGHWAY PLANNING FOR MOTORCYCLISTS 

A leading independent transport consultancy is calling for a greater focus on motorcycling when 

roads are being planned and designed. Local Transport Projects (LTP) – which provides transport 

planning, traffic engineering and highway design services – made the call having authored the 

Urban Motorcycle Design Handbook on behalf of Transport for London (TfL). The TfL guide has been 

produced to help highways practitioners address highway infrastructure issues affecting 

motorcyclists in the capital but it is also very relevant to traffic authorities and designers in other 

parts of the UK. 
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AUTONOMOUS RAPID TRANSIT (ART) 

The world’s first driverless bus is set to go into service in 

China. The vehicle, which is effectively a hybrid of bus, tram 

and train, follows a pre-set route laid out by white dots on the 

road. Called the Autonomous Rapid Transit (ART) Smart Bus it 

combines the relatively low running costs of bus routes with 

the complexity and modularity of subway trains such as 

London’s underground. 

The ART will follow the pre-set path using sensors in the passenger compartments which will pick 

up the white dots. ART will be marketed as an option for smaller to medium sized cities that cannot 

afford to invest in the infrastructure necessary to have a subway or tram system. As the bus’s 

autonomous systems allow it to detect other vehicles, it will be able to share the road with them 

and will not need to be separated from commuter traffic. Initially, each ART vehicle will have a 

‘driver’ on board to take over in case of emergencies, though the drive system uses cameras and 

radar to remain wholly autonomous. 

ART buses are doubly articulated with three separate carriages, and will hold up to 300 passengers 

when they start operating in 2018, along a 

6.5km route through central Zhuzhou. The ART 

is completely electric, and will run for 25km on 

a 10 minute charge, which will be incorporated 

into the initial infrastructure via charging 

points at the ‘station’ end of the line, where 

the ART buses will also be stored overnight. 

The routes will be timetabled to allow rapid 

recharging of the buses with minimal 

inconvenience to passengers. 

 

NEW GOVERNMENT COULD AND MUST PROVIDE A POSITIVE LEAD 

The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) wants to 

see the new government provide positive and effective leadership to reduce 

road casualties with a particular focus on  

• The safety for vulnerable road users; 

• Effective action to tackle inappropriate speed and drink-driving – to include more use of  

technology where police numbers are stretched; 

• Strong government support for the proposed changes to EU vehicle safety regulations; 

• A renewed partnership between local authorities and government to deliver effective 

casualty reduction measures; 

• The establishment of a UK road collision investigation body and an overhaul of how collision 

information is gathered and analysed. 
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INSTITUTE OF MASTER TUTORS OF DRIVING 

Another organisation celebrating its Anniversary this year is the Institute of Master Tutors of 

Driving who are 60 years old having been founded in 1957. IMTD is a membership organisation 

who has within its ranks some of the most experienced driver trainers in the UK and from 

overseas. It meets quarterly in the midlands on a Sunday morning to listen to experts in the field 

of driver training and road safety, exchanges information about current practice and debates 

any major changes which are being proposed in the areas of driver training and testing and the 

broader issues related to road safety.  

For further information: https://www.imtd.org.uk/ 

 

 

DR SUZY CHARMAN APPOINTED RESEARCH DIRECTOR 

The Road Safety Foundation has appointed Dr Suzy Charman as Research Director to lead its annual 

EuroRAP risk mapping and performance tracking results, as well 

as a ground-breaking project to improve safety on England's 50 

highest risk 'A' roads. Dr Charman brings experience in managing 

advanced road safety projects and has special knowledge of 

international road safety, infrastructure safety and road safety 

management. Before joining the Road Safety Foundation, she 

was Head of International Road Safety at TRL.  

The Road Safety Foundation will launch its next annual EuroRAP risk mapping results in November 

and this will also outline progress of its work with local authorities on England's highest-risk roads. 

Having worked with some of the world’s most successful fleets for over 20 years, eDriving has 

garnered 10 best practices and created a new guide to help fleets of all sizes better manage risk. 

FLEET DRIVER RISK MANAGEMENT GUIDE 

The eDriving Fleet Driver Risk Management guide helps fleet managers to refresh their knowledge 

of essential risk management practices and discover additional 

opportunities to enhance existing road safety policies. The guide 

incorporates advice on benchmarking, the best methods of 

communicating policies and procedures with employees and ways to 

reinforce defensive driving techniques. 

It also helps fleets of all sizes and experience levels to:  

 Create safer drivers 

 Decrease overall fleet risk 

 Track increased driver compliance 

 Utilize telematics to improve driving behaviour  

 Reduce Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) 

 Predict cost savings for the years ahead 

You can find a copy of the guide at https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-

uploads/ 
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SIMULATED DAYLIGHT TRUCK CABS 

Filling truck cabs with simulated daylight could benefit drivers’ health and improve road safety, a 

study has shown. Engineers at Daimler, the 

parent company of Mercedes-Benz Trucks, have 

published the results of a two week research 

project into whether artificial daylight could 

improve the working environment for truckers. 

To carry out the tests, researchers created a 

“Daylight+” module that could be installed in 

the cab of a truck to mimic daylight. The 

biggest challenge was to create light as close as 

possible to the level of daylight that has an 

effect on human biology, but was not so bright 

that a driver couldn’t actually see out the windows. Eight drivers were recruited to spend two 

weeks testing the system in Finland during the darkest period of the year where the district sees 

only three or four hours of daylight per day. 

During the night, the test eight drivers slept in a normally darkened truck, but while driving were 

subject to tests with different levels of artificial daylight. At the end of the two-week cycle, the 

individual drivers were interviewed. All said that they perceived the space inside the cab to be 

considerably more pleasant with the additional light filtered in. 

 

SUPPORT FOR A DIESEL SCRAPPAGE SCHEME 

Around two thirds of UK road users would support a scrappage scheme for older diesel cars, vans 

and lorries in an effort to get the worst polluting vehicles off our roads, according to a survey by 

IAM RoadSmart. 

Some 64% of those surveyed said they supported 

a diesel scrappage scheme, compared to 27% 

who did not. Most wanted any scheme to apply 

to cars over eight years old.  

Some 83% of those surveyed agreed with the 

government’s view retro-fitting buses, coaches, 

HGVs, vans and black cabs with new equipment 

should be the priority. However most 

considered that the driver as an individual also 

has a responsibility to drive in a more eco-

friendly manner. Some 75% agreed that encouraging drivers to change their driving behaviour 

should play a part in the government’s approach to tackling air quality. 

More than 1,400 people across the UK took part in the survey. 
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2017 ROAD SAFETY WALES AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Road Safety Wales awards showcase the good road safety practice, innovative projects 

and personal contributions being undertaken in Wales. The scheme seeks to recognise individuals, 

groups and organisations that have made a ‘real commitment to road safety, above and beyond 

what would normally be expected of them. This year six awards were made with the recipients 

being:  

• Avril Davies - in recognition of her dedicated long service as a School Crossing Patrol in 

Ceredigion 

• Dilys Powell, Ysgol y Lawnt, Rhymney - for encouraging safe walking, cycling and scooting 

to school. 

• Ian Marquis of the Owl’s Nest Tea Room and Diner, Llandovery - for his support to 

motorcycling initiatives in Carmarthenshire 

• John Roberts - for services to North Wales Police and in developing Operation Snap 

• Anna Davies - in recognition of her dedication to cycling training in Powys 

• Thunder Road Motorcycles - for their involvement in motorcycle safety initiatives and 

engagement. 

ONE FATEFUL DAY 

The Freight Transport Association (FTA) has produced a new ‘thought-provoking’ film designed to 

highlight the importance of safety and compliance in van operations. 

 ‘One Fateful Day’ tells the story of a male van driver, distracted 

by using his mobile phone as he talks to his office. He is also 

subsequently found to have been taking drugs and to be driving a 

defective vehicle – all of which have ‘catastrophic consequences’ 

for the driver, operations manager and company owner. 

The FTA’s Van Excellence scheme provide a baseline code of practice for operators to ensure they 

are meeting safety standards, and an opportunity for FTA members to share good practice. The film 

can be downloaded free of charge via the Van Excellence website at 

http://www.vanexcellence.co.uk/media/videos/ 
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DRAFT TRANSPORT STRATEGY FOR LONDON

The Mayor of London has published his first draft Transport Strategy, setting out plans to reduce car 

use across the Capital. The strategy aims to reduce dependency on the car by transforming the 

experience of walking, cycling and public transport in London over the next 25 years. 

Areas of focus include creating a London-wide 

network of cycle routes, ‘high quality’ public 

realms and more vehicle free-zones. The plan 

also explores the next generation of road user 

charging and restricting car parking provision 

within new developments. 

The strategy also supports the delivery of a 

‘Vision Zero’ approach – with the aim for no 

one to be killed in, or by, a London bus by 

2030, and for all deaths and serious injuries 

from road collisions to be eliminated from the 

Capital’s streets by 2041. 

The strategy also targets for 70% of Londoners 

to live within 400 metres of a ‘high quality, 

safe’ cycle route. 

The draft Transport Strategy includes plans to: 

 Create London-wide network of cycle routes, with new routes and improved infrastructure 

to tackle barriers to cycling. 

 Create high quality public realms across London, including ‘Liveable Neighbourhoods’ to 

improve the experience of walking and cycling. 

 Create more vehicle-free zones, where traffic is physically prevented from using specific 

streets, and more car-free days.    

 Restrict car parking provision within new developments, with those most accessible to 

public transport expected to be car free. 

 ‘Unprecedented’ investment to improve station environments, interchanges, and local 

walking and cycling networks. 

 Support the provision of car clubs for residents, enabling more Londoners to give up their 

cars. 

 Keep existing and planned road users charging schemes, including the Congestion Charge, 

under review to ensure they tackle the congestion challenges London faces. 

 Explore the next generation of road user charging that could harness new technology to 

better reflect distance, time, emissions, road danger and other factors in an integrated 

way. 

 Develop local traffic demand management measures, for example exploring local road 

charging or workplace parking schemes, as part of traffic reduction strategies. 

 Transform the quality of bus services to offer a faster, more reliable, and convenient 

alternative to car use. 
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DRIVING FOR BETTER BUSINESS CAMPAIGN - 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Driving for Better Business has recently turned 10 years old and to celebrate this successful 

milestone they have given the campaign a fresh look.  

Still supported by RoadSafe, the Campaign is now led by Highways England who are embarking on a 

new three year programme to engage with employers in both the private and public sector with the 

aim to make a real difference in the number of organisations who manage their work-related road 

risk well and to help them realise the business benefits of doing so. There is a new website which 

has been designed to help get the message across clearly and to make the wealth of information 

that's available easier to access. The resources have been updated and new ones added. The new 

animated video on the home page will hopefully give a clear and succinct view of the benefits of 

managing work-related road risk well. Business Champions are still the lifeblood of the Campaign, 

and form a vital role in sharing their stories with other employers, inspiring them to learn, 

implement and see the benefits.  

A series of free to attend business engagement events planned for the autumn (both live and 

online) will shortly be announced. 

CALL TO SCRAP CHARGES 

The Freight Transport Association (FTA) is calling on the Government to guarantee its pre-election 

promise to remove all charges on the Severn Bridges. The two bridges spanning the Severn estuary 

on the M4 and M48 motorways in Wales have the highest toll 

charges on the entire UK road network. This represents a 

massive burden on road haulage businesses that have seen 

year-on-year price increases, costing the sector millions of 

pounds.  

The administration of the two bridges at the Severn Crossing 

is due to revert to central government control at the end of 

this year or in early 2018, when toll charging will 

automatically end. However a new charging system is currently planned to replace the tolls and 

FTA says the Government must make an announcement to scrap charges altogether at the first 

opportunity. 

Currently it costs £20 for an HGV to cross into Wales and £13.40 for a van. 
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SLOW PROGRESS IN CUTTING ROAD DEATHS 

The latest report from the European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) indicates that the UK is one of 

the European countries making the slowest progress when it comes to reducing the number of road 

deaths. The 11th Road Safety Performance Index Report compares statistics from 32 European 

countries - including the 28 EU member states.  

The report shows that road deaths fell by 1.4% in the UK 

between 2010 and 2016, short of both the EU28 average 

for the period (18.7%) and the target for 2020, which 

requires member countries to have reduced road deaths 

by 34% from 2010. 

In another report published by the ETSC it is highlighting 

that around four in 10 road deaths across Europe could be 

work-related. However there is a call for ‘improved data 

collection’ as a ‘crucial first step’ to really confirm such a claim - as many police forces in EU 

countries do not currently register the purpose of the journey when recording the details of a 

traffic collision and we know here in the UK the purpose of journey is frequently not shown as it 

had not been possible to secure the information. 

 

PROVISIONAL FIGURES FOR ROAD CASUALTIES IN SCOTLAND - 2016 

Provisional figures for 2016 show that 191 people were killed in reported road crashes in Scotland 

last year. 

The number of people seriously injured increased by 6% to 1,693.  

The total number of casualties fell by 1% to 10,881 - the lowest number 

since records began. 

Transport Scotland points out that, compared to the 2004-2008 

baseline, 191 fatalities represents a 35% reduction (the 2020 target is a 

reduction of 40%); while 1,693 serious injuries represents a reduction of 

35% on the same baseline (55% target). 

In terms of age, the provisional figures show that in 2016 there were 

1,011 child casualties in reported road collisions. This figure includes 

12 fatalities - eight more than 2015 - and 167 serious injuries, up from 

139 in 2015. 

Looking at road user type, there were 1,663 pedestrian casualties including 32 fatalities - 12 fewer 

than 2015. There were 711 motorcycle casualties, 3% fewer than 2015. However, this figure 

includes 30 fatalities - three more than 2015. 

More details to follow in due course when all the figures are confirmed 
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EMISSION CHECK IN ROADSIDE LORRY OPERATIONS 

From August 2017, roadside checks of lorries carried out by the Driver and Vehicle Standards 

Agency (DVSA) will include an emissions check. The new checks will 

target those who break the law and will help to improve air quality. 

In May 2017, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

published a draft plan to improve air quality by reducing nitrogen 

dioxide levels in the UK. This included looking at ways to reduce 

emissions produced by vehicles, including those used commercially.  

DVSA’s enforcement staff and their European counterparts have 

found evidence that drivers and operators use emissions cheat devices to cut the cost of operating.  

These include: 

• using devices designed to stop emissions control systems from working 

• removing the diesel particulate filter or trap 

• using cheap, fake emission reduction devices or diesel exhaust fluid 

• using illegal engine modifications which result in excessive emissions 

• removing or bypassing the exhaust gas recirculation valve 

DVSA enforcement officers will give the driver and operator 10 days to fix the emissions system if 

they find a vehicle with tampered emissions readings. If the emissions system isn’t fixed within 10 

days a fine will be issued and the vehicle will be stopped from being used on the road. In addition 

DVSA enforcement staff can insist that a vehicle be taken off the road immediately if they find a 

driver or operator is repeatedly offending 

 

NEW ROAD SAFETY MINISTER? 

Jesse Norman MP was appointed Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for the Department for 

Transport on 14 June 2017. He replaces Andrew Jones MP who has moved to 

the treasury. His actual portfolio is, at the time of writing, yet to be confirmed 

but it is widely expected that he will embrace the road safety function.  

Jesse was previously the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the 

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy where he had been 

since 18th July 2016. He was elected as the MP for Hereford and South 

Herefordshire in May 2010. 

During the 2010 to 2015 Parliament Jesse was a member of the Treasury Select 

Committee and Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Employee Ownership. In June 2015 he 

was elected Chair of the Department for Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee. Jesse was 

awarded Spectator Parliamentarian of the Year and The House Backbencher of the Year in 2012. 

Before entering politics Jesse was a Director at Barclays, researched and taught philosophy at 

University College London, and ran a charitable project in Communist Eastern Europe. Jesse has 

been married to Kate since 1992, and they have 3 children. 
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